StoryTelling 
Workshop™
“Come with an idea
go with a script”

CREATED & CONDUCTED BY: KRISHNA SHAH

GUEST SPEAKERS: GULZAR, JAVED AKHTAR, JAIDEEP SHAHANI & ANURAG KASHYAP
GUEST PANALISTS: KETAN MEHTA, SUDHIR MISHRA, SHEKHAR KAPUR, RAJAN KHOSA
ORGANIZERS: ANKUR TIWARI, RUPALI MEHTA, ADITI PRATAP DESHMUKH, RACHNA
A 3-day hands-on workshop on the

"Art and science of story telling“

Designed for screenwriters, directors, playwrights, actors, producers, TV-writers, software writers, film-TV-ad-executives, animation & cgi wizards,

Game developers, novelists & journalists

… …

ART & SCIENCE

Art and Science belong to the whole world, and before them vanish the barriers of nationality – Goethe

To me both art and science are expressions of our spiritual nature, above our biological necessities and possessed of an ultimate value – Rabindranath Tagore in conversation with Einstein

Science without art is lame, art without science is blind - Albert Einstein

Art is science made clear - Wilson Mizner

Art is science in the flesh - Jean Cocteau

Art is I, science is we - Claude Bernard

A musician must make music, an artist must paint, a poet must write if he is to be ultimately at peace with himself. What one can be, one must be - Abraham Moslow Human life itself may be almost pure chaos, but the work of the artist is to take these handfuls of confusion and disparate things, things that seem irreconcilable, and put them together in a frame to give them some kind of shape and meaning - Katherine Anne Porter 

This world, after all our arts and sciences, is still a miracle; wonderful, inscrutable, magical and more, for whosoever will think of it so - Thomas Carlyle.

The Art and Science of StoryTelling

If both, religion and psychiatry are sciences, then so is story-telling. If carpentry and iron-smiting are arts, then so also storytelling. It is neither and yet it is both.          

If you live in Hollywood, storytelling is a very precise science and an ultimate art.

Since his studentship with the legendary teachers, Marvin Borowsky and Francis Ford Coppola, at the University of California, Krishna Shah has witnessed the growth in the technology of storytelling over the last quarter of a century. A whole new industry has come up with an almost science-like air about it.

There are hundreds of how-to books, each with their own scientific take on this subject; and thousands of script-consultants and -analyzers touting their services like computer-programmers.           

Across the US, there are ten thousand courses on writing, each eagerly lapped up by a huge population of screenwriters. Several hundred thousand copies of software dedicated to screenplay-formatting and thousands of copies on screenplay-writing stand sold.

There is a specialized tribe of ‘script-doctors’, who earn a living fixing screenplays.           

Krishna Shah is a working screenwriter, a Seminar Leader and a script-doctor. He is a participant and an observer in this evolution of story-telling in Hollywood.           

He has taken every major seminar, read everything of importance on the subject.  He has owned and used every major computer program on screenwriting.          

And he knows what makes Hollywood the kingpin in the world of cinema, is not just its science of storytelling but also its art.  The art that transcends geographical barriers, so that even a TV show like Friends set in New York, becomes your neighbor, be it in Mumbai or Lagos.           

The true artiste of screenwriting understands human condition; and knows how to touch you, enthrall you and tickle you over and over again. 

TYPOGRAPHY OF THE StoryTelling Workshop
The seminar will tackle both, the art and science of storytelling. You will face a wealth of data from Masters like Aristotle to Robert McKee, from Bharat Muni to Raj Kapoor. And from Rabindranath Tagore to Joseph Campbell. 

You will journey through benchmark movies from past and present Hollywood and Bollywood. You will experience structure organically. You will learn to distinguish between various structures … linear, circular, and meandering.

You will demystify ‘conflict’, ‘crisis’, ‘character’ and ‘catharsis’. You will learn to distinguish between ‘premise’ and ‘theme’ and how to minimize and delete ‘exposition’ in your storytelling. You will understand the art of fine dialogues and what is subtext.

You will be able to turn a mediocre script into a masterpiece. And most of all you will learn the art of a one minute pitch for your stories.

Find out what makes you the root of your characters. How to research and create a  back-story for your characters. And how motivation and paradox heightens character empathy.

How the epistemology of ‘intermission’ and ‘inevitable songs’ shades Bollywood differently from Hollywood. What are crossover movies and why they are here to stay. Will ‘Made in India’ films ever rule the world media as our novelists rule world literature and our software writers dominate the world of IT? 

This is a hands-on, immediate-feedback seminar. Through specialized processes (guided visualizations, mini-meditations, and group exercises), you will mime your own dreams and your own stories. And confront and comfort the storyteller within you. 

You will learn the art of dramatic thinking and venture into visual thinking as you probe your cherished memories in a group exercise.

You will learn about transformation in cinema as the character shifts from shadow to light, because you will experience your own transformation in your life.

The high point of the seminar will be a creation of your own story, using principles taught in the seminar; a complete story for a screenplay, play, teleplay or a game, through a one-hour guided visualization. And if you have Writer's Block, you will have already discovered your own muse.

You will understand the use the Internet to research your stories and learn which writing and formatting computer programs are worth investing in. How to copyright, how to pitch, how to work a room - network - and sell your product. The business aspect of storytelling is 50% of the game.
You come with an idea and go with a treatment for a sceenplay. You will sign a contract and be accountable to another participant concerning your completion of the script with dialogues. Known in the industry as a bound script. 
This is a one-of-a-kind workshop. 
 THE TOPICS 
· PERSONAL BEST. How to be your personal best. The art of optimal thinking. The context where you are synthesizing left and right brain cognition and creative intuition.  How to be productive and powerful during the seminar. 

· SA RE GA MA: Conflict, crisis, climax/catharsis, resolution and PA DHA NI SAA of writing: Beat, scene, act and script. Based on techniques used by Hollywood's million dollar A list writers.

· PLOT Octagons: There are only sixteen plots in the whole wide world of screen writing. Eight plots of emotion and eight plots of action. Based on latest research.

· CHARACTER Enneagrams: There are only nine character types.  Once you master them, you can understand, analyze and create any character in life and fiction.

· HERO WITH A THOUSAND FACES. Based on Joseph Campbell's ground breaking work on mythology and fairy tales. There is only one story in this universe: The Hero’s Journey. And there are twelve steps to this journey. There is an inner journey and an outer journey and  only six archetypal characters.  Once you master this, you can write any story, create three dimensional characters with a beginning, middle and end. 

· STORY COMPETETIONS. The seminar is divided in groups of 10 where each group constructs a story based on the principles imparted in the seminar. It is a race against time. With Semi finals, Finals and Prizes.

· ANALYZE FOUR MOVIES with excerpts from MOTHER INDIA, SHOLAY,  MUNNA BHAI MBBS AND MOGUL- E- AZAM.

· LIFE AS A MOVIE: A transformation through guided visualization. You see your birth, life, death and rebirth as a movie. You confront the ecstasies and your shadow. Your untold stories within you. This one module is worth the price of the whole seminar.

· WRITING A STORY. A 3 HOUR GUIDED VISUALIZATION AND WRITING where you write a complete story that you have selected. Whether you are a writer or not, you will write. You are compelled to write. You will have reached a stage where you don't choose the passion, the passion chooses you. 

· ROLLER COASTER RIDE THROUGH HISTORY OF THEATRE AND CINEMA. From Mohen jo Daro to Classical Greeks and Indian Theatre, Medieval theatre, Restoration and Renaissance, Hollywood and Bollywood Cinema.

· THE ART OF PITCHING. Learning the art of story writing is only half a battle won. The other half is the art of selling the story by pitching it.  This module will teach the art of networking and marketing the product. 

· THE  ART OF GOAL SETTING: Goal as opposed to a wish. Seven key areas of your life. Personalizing goals. Visualizing them. It’s all in the wording. Committing writing goals to paper. And be accountable for them. A contract with the self. 

· IF YOU MEET THE BUDDHA ON THE ROAD, KILL HIM.  Each writer must learn that no one can teach him. The teacher, the guru or guide is within him. Each one must accept the responsibility of his/her own creativity, talent and discipline which shapes the journey through life and art. 

BIOGRAPHY OF KRISHNA SHAH

He is a seminal figure in the world of arts and theatre. A true Renaissance man. 
Born in India and graduated from Yale and UCLA.He has worked on Broadway, Hollywood and Bollywood. He co-wrote with Alan Paton and directed a South African play SPONONO on Broadway and adapted and directed Tagore’s THE KING OF THE DARK CHAMNER for off-Broadway.(Won 2 Obie awards).

Wrote and/or directed TV:  MAN FROM UNCLE, IRONSIDE, AND SIX MILLION DOLLAR MAN. He wrote and directed RIVALS, a classic psychiatric film with Robert Klein and Joan Hackett and SHALIMAR with Rex Harrison and John Saxon.

He also directed THE RIVER NIGER (James Earl Jones, Cicely Tyson & Lou Gossett)

for which he got a Golden Globe nomination.He co-wrote and directed CINEMA CINEMA (Director’s Fortnight at Cannes) and also AMERICAN DRIVE-IN and HARD ROCK ZOMBIES.

His production company Double Helix Films developed and/or produced INTRODUCING JANET (Jim Carrey).KISS DADDY GOODNIGHT (Uma Thurman), WARRIORS (William Shatner), etc. 
A renowned seminar leader in South Asia and Africa, his mission is to create a culture of storytelling.

Bios of guest speakers and panelist

Gulzar is a renowned name in Indian cinema. He is a poet, writer and a film director. He is best known in India as a lyricist for songs that form an integral part of Indian cinema. He has written songs for movies like Anand, Mausam and among the more recent Maachis, Dil Se, Guru, Bunty Aur Babli. He then began writing for films for directors like Hrishikesh Mukherjee and Asit Sen. Some of the films that Gulzar has written include Anand (1970), Guddi (1971), Bawarchi (1972) and Namak Haram (1973) for Hrishida and Do Dooni Char (1968), Khamoshi (1969) and Safar (1970) for Asit Sen. 
Sudhir Mishra is an Indian film director and scriptwriter most renowned for directing critically acclaimed films like Hazaaron Khwaishein Aisi, Dharavi and Chameli. He started his career as assistant director and sriptwriter in Kundan Shah's comedy classic Jaane Bhi Do Yaaron (1983) and later worked with Saeed Akhtar Mirza in Mohan Joshi Hazir Ho! (1984) and with Vidhu Vinod 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vidhu_Vinod_Chopra" \o "Vidhu Vinod Chopra" \t "_parent" Chopra in Khamosh (1985). He made his directorial debut with the film, Yeh Woh Manzil To Nahin in 1987 which won the National Film Award for Best First Film of a Director.

Shekhar Kapur is known as one of the globe's most critically acclaimed film directors and impresarios. Shekhar made his directorial debut with Masoom in 1983.

Shekhar was the master behind the controversial film Bandit Queen that gained International attention when it was banned by the Indian government. He has since gone on to direct noted films in both Bollywood and Hollywood including the 8-time Oscar Nominated Elizabeth. Shekhar Kapur's illustrious gifts also extend beyond the screen, fashioned an energetic and imaginative portrait of "Elizabeth" (1998). 

Ketan Mehta's very first film Bhavni Bhavai won him instant acclaim. His movies have been selected for various international film festivals such as Nantes (France) and the Moscow Film Festival, where his movies have won numerous awards over the years, Mirch Masala was one of Ketan Mehta's triumphant efforts which won him the Best Film Award at Hawaii. It was released to 52 cinemas in the United States. Ketan Mehta has also had the honour of serving as a member of the Jury in various national and international film festivals. At present he is working on two films, both set in contemporary India. One is an Indian romance and the other a murder thriller. He did a biopic Sardar, on the life of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. Another famous Mehta film is Maya Memsaab. Mangal Pandey: The Rising, his most recent directorial venture with English and Hindi. It is a fictionalised account of the 1857 revolt and stared Aamir Khan in the role of Mangal Pandey.. 

Jaideep Sahni was as an IT consultant with NIIT (one year) and then he did a stint with Contract Advertising (six years). Script writing happened by chance for him. The first break came when RGV was looking for a writer for Jungle. Chak de India is one of his most acclaimed works that has made him one of the most prolific young writers of India. Sahni's scripts start from a 'subject which catches his attention.' 
"Then come the characters, then a kind of story idea starts forming, the character's journey. And from then on it's the craft stuff - screenplay, dialogues, and lyrics, all of it."

Javed Akhtar – The name spells romance, intellect. He is the son of renowned Urdu Poet and film lyricist Jan Nisar Akhtar and Safia Akhtar, a writer and a teacher. The tradition of writing goes back to seven generations of writers in the family.

Javed Akhtar's body of work can be categorized under three distinct categories :Script writer, lyricist and poet.

Salim-Javed as a writer-duo gave to Amitabh Bachchan and to Indian Cinema the memorable persona of the 'Angry Young Man'. They scripted super hits like, 'Zanjeer', 'Deewar',' Sholay', 'Haathi Mere Saathi', 'Seeta Aur Geeta', 'Don', 'Trishul', etc.

Later Javed himself has written a list of successful films, notable amongst them are; 'Sagar', 'Mr. India', 'Betaab', 'Arjun' and 'Lakshya' etc. 

Javed Akhtar started writing Urdu poetry in 1980. His first collection of Nazms and Ghazals entitled, 'TARKASH' has had a very successful release in 1995. It  is already in its ninth edition in Hindi, and fifth edition in Urdu.  It has received rave reviews both as a book and as India's first audio book (available on cassettes and CD) brought out by PLUS MUSIC. The audio book has sold more than a hundred thousand copies. His poetry reflects both his political awareness and his literary concerns.

Event details:
· What:



StoryTelling Workshop

· Date: 



(not decided)
· Time:



9AM to 7PM for 3 days
· Venue:


(not decided)
· Price per participant:
Rs.2500/- (for IIFW regular members)
· Rs.1000/- (for IIFW student members)
· Rs.7500/- (for non –members which includes the membership fees for IIFW)
· Rs.3500/- (for student non members which includes membership fees for IIFW)
· 15% discount to writers, directors, producers who are bonafide members of their professional associations. 
For further information:

INDIAN INDEPENDENT FILMMAKERS WORLDWIDE (IIFW)
Contact Person: Ms. Swati Singh
A: IIFW,

    202 & 203,

    Shreyas Co operative Housing Society,

    Near Monginis,

    Off New Link Road,

    Andheri (w) 53
    MUMBAI
C: +91 9769664198
E: info@iifw.in

W: www.iifw.in

Please note:
· STRICKLY: No audio or video taping or recording of the seminar is permitted.

· Mobile phones should be on switch off mode.
· No laptops are permitted.

· Please arrive one at least an hour before the seminar to sign-in and get your materials.
